
Making Connections 

Submitted by Alexander McKee 

Explanation 

This lesson plan helps students understand the importance of connecting the dots for the 

reader.  I like to use it at a later point in the semester when my students are working on their 

research papers.  To prepare for this class, I ask students to read the eighth chapter of Graff and 

Birkenstein’s They Say, I Say (“Connecting the Parts”).  I begin the lesson by asking them some 

questions about the reading.  Depending on the length of the class, I might include one of the 

exercises that appear at the end of this chapter.  But I try to leave as much time as possible for 

the “Making Connections” activity, which involves quite a bit of in-class writing.  Please note 

that I got the idea for this activity from Alexandra Oxner, whose version of it appears in 

Practical Composition: Exercises for the English Classroom from Working Instructors. 

Connecting the Parts (105-120) 

Question:  Why do they suggest that you converse not only with others in your writing but with 

yourself?  See page 107.  What do you think they mean by that? 

Question:  What strategies do they offer in this chapter to make the necessary connections in 

your writing?  See page 108. 

Question:  What are the benefits of using transitions?  See page 111.  What are the 

dangers?  Overusing and misusing (112) 

Question:  What do they have to say about repetition?  See page 118.  Why is it so important to 

repeat things throughout your paper? 

Exercise #1 (119):  Please take 5-10 minutes to do this exercise.  

Making Connections between “Like” and “Dislike” 

Take out a sheet of paper; draw a line down the middle to create two columns. 

Label the first column “Likes” and the second column “Dislikes” 

List what you like and dislike about being a student at UD.  Include at least seven items in each 

column.  Then randomly circle two items from each column. 

Number these ideas in this order:  1. Like; 2. Dislike; 3. Like; 4. Dislike. 

Write a four-paragraph personal narrative about your first experiences at UD.  You must use 

these four ideas as the topics of your four paragraphs. 

You must ensure that each paragraph leads into the next.  Don’t rely too heavily on “transition” 

words at the beginning of each paragraph.  Instead, you should create sub-thesis statements that 

will incorporate both ideas. 

Ask student volunteers to share their essays with the class.  Begin a discussion about “rough” 

transitions.  If a student uses a “rough” transition, ask your class to come up with ideas to help 

their classmate. 

 


