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Context: I situate this activity during the drafting of the research essay, but after students have 

completed an annotated bibliography that collects their sources. I assign the reading below and 

lecture briefly on direct quoting versus paraphrasing. If time allows, then I will sometimes have 

them generate as a class a list of signal phrases to help integrate sources. The goals of this 

activity are to show students how to format quotes and paraphrases, while also helping them 

understand the reasons why they would choose to use one process over another. If students do 

well with this activity, then ideally they can copy these results into the draft of their essay. I think 

this activity would even be further bolstered by examples from the instructor or modeling how to 

integrate a source using a set article. I use some version of the procedure below as directions: 

 

*Paired with Kyle Stedman’s article “Annoying Ways People Use Sources”: 

https://wac.colostate.edu/docs/books/writingspaces2/stedman--annoying-ways.pdf.  

 

Rough Version of Procedure: 

Keeping in mind the Stedman reading (and the annoying ways people misuse sources), you are 

going to try and format your own sources. For this activity, I would like you to choose two (2) of 

your sources for your essay. They can be sources you have already collected or new ones:  

 

 

1. Once you have chosen the two sources, choose a long direct quote from each source and 

cite it according to MLA in-text citation formatting: 

 

Ex: “This is a direct quote from my source” (Potsubay 16). 

 

Use author’s last name with page number, if applicable. If no page number, then just the 

author’s last name. If no author, then use the title of the source. 

 

 

2. After you have chosen the two direct quotes, try paraphrasing them into your own words 

with the in-text citation in MLA formatting. You should end up with two paraphrases and 

parentheticals by this stage. 

 

 

3. Now that you have two direct quotes and two paraphrases, answer the following 

questions for each source (150 words altogether): 

 

 

• In comparing the direct quote with your paraphrase, which would you rather use for 

your essay? 

 

 

• Why choose to use that form of source integration over the other? Explain. 

 

 

https://wac.colostate.edu/docs/books/writingspaces2/stedman--annoying-ways.pdf


4. Now that you have chosen how to use each source, I would like you to try and integrate it 

with some signal phrases (see our class-generated list) into a well composed paragraph by using 

at least three (3) sentences that includes the paraphrase / direct quote. You should end up with 

two paragraphs. An example is shown below: 

 
Some may argue that paraphrasing sources can be more effective at sharing another author’s 
idea. Reginald Brimsley, a professor of Rhetoric at the University of Haverfordshire, 
contends “paraphrasing should be used to make a direct quote more accessible to a general 
audience” (“Why Paraphrasing is Better”). Clearly, experts know that there is more than one 
way to integrate outside sources.  

 

Ideally, by the end of this activity, you will have some quotes and paraphrases along with drafted 

paragraphs to integrate into your essay.   
 


