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The "synthesis skits" allow students to hear how academic synthesis happens. I've used 
this activity in various versions of ENGL110 and with different texts, but the activity is 
designed to showcase this concept in its more direct—if most expansive—form. While I 
emphasize that synthesis can take place in many different ways, the skits are designed to 
help students hear it happen so they can translate a similar approach to their own 
writing. The assignment normally takes place across two days, with preparation one day 
and the performances occurring during the next meeting. This work prepares them to 
follow up on our lessons in their final research paper, which requires students to enact 
synthesis with their chosen sources. 

 

In your new peer groups, efficiently read the following articles on the issue of “political 
correctness”: 

• Bari Weiss, “We’re All Fascists Now,” The New York Times 
• Jessica Valenti, “ ‘PC culture’ isn’t about your freedom of speech. It’s about 

our freedom to be offended,” The Guardian 

To think about this topic and use academic synthesis to engage the authors’ central 
claims, two group members need to volunteer to represent—that is, 
embody!—each author’s point of view à la a Lincoln-Douglas debate while the 
third member will be the great synthesizer, putting these two different 
perspectives together and offering his or her own response out of the conversation that 
they construct. 
For groups of four, two people should collaborate on writing the concluding synthesis 
part of the skit. One of the synthesizers should read the section where the two articles 
are being synthesized while the other synthesizer should read the response. This activity 
is a collaborative effort across the board, though; everyone should be sharing their 
work with each other to foster a coherent sense of dialogue. 
To prepare, write a brief skit with your group that you’ll perform for the 
class. You will have roughly half of class on Tuesday, October 19th, to finalize your 
plans as a group, and we'll gather the following week on October 26th to perform these 
skits live during our meeting. A brief discussion will ideally take place afterwards to 
debrief on this experience. 
You do not need to submit anything via this assignment portal; I'll base 
your scores on your performances in class. 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/07/opinion/were-all-fascists-now.html
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/jan/28/pc-culture-freedom-of-speech-freedom-to-be-offended

