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Normally, this is on the board in the classroom, a method of getting students to talk and engage 

with one another and me. In other words, this is not normally a written down assignment. 

I pick movies because...people know movies, and they know how to identify genres, but when it 

comes to assignments they will be doing in class, often the students don't realize they have within 

them the information that will help them. So doing this in a group, having them work together 

and get into arguments and come up with examples of films that meet or defy genre expectations 

becomes a basis for discussions for the rest of the semester. It becomes a great shorthand later 

for saying "Ok, we're writing a proposal— here are some proposals, what do we see in them?" 

The first major project of the semester is to write a review, so they go through and identify 

aspects of a review in the same way. In terms of our 110 Goals and Practices, I like to think the 

discussion helps our students look at different perspectives, engage critically with what they 

know and approach things they do not know with the skills they develop. It helps them consider 

their position as both maker and consumer, reader and writer.  

 

I always end with Westerns. They have generally not seen many, but they can always come up 

with a very long list. Cowboys, hats, damsels in distress— and I always ask, "If I got you all 

some cameras and money, could you run out and make a Western this weekend?" They of course 

say no as a group, but I think the assignment and its goals make sense through that. 

 

As a method of getting students to start thinking about writing and genres, I get them to think 

about...films. What do we already know when we arrive at something that seems unfamiliar, 

whether that be a cultural object or a writing assignment or presentation (or the myriad of things 

we do in the university or professional setting)? How do we begin to think through these things 

and process the information we’ll need in order to complete the assignment or project? 

 

Goals:  

1) Introduce students to genre as a method of approaching their work in the university 

2) Encourage students to consider the language around genre and rhetorical analysis of— 

3) Encourage students to apply what they’ve learned in this group assignment to a written 

assignment 

 

To the board: 

 

1) I ask the students to shout out genres of movies. Usually I end up with a list like 

“Romantic comedy,” “Horror,” “Comedy,” “SciFi,” “Drama.” Sometimes there ends up 

being overlap, which allows one to draw lines across the board connecting the genres of 

overlap. 

2) Beginning with the first genre (Romantic comedy, in this case), I ask them to shout out 

items for the list, things that define the genre of romantic comedy and we discuss whether 

the element shouted out is in EVERY romantic comedy or just one (or a few). We make a 

note of such items. Usually the list has something like “love triangle,” “people not being 

honest about who they are in love with,” “people nearly destroying their new 

relationship,” “happy endings.” We discuss, again, whether these things are universally 



true, generally, or if there are only a handful of films that meet these criteria. What’s 

fascinating here is that the students actually come up with examples, allowing me to say 

how useful examples are (a bridge to discussions about citations and research later on). 

3) After we go through their genres, I always add one: Western. Why? Because 

interestingly enough, they know a ton about it, even though many have never seen one! 

Cowboys and hats and they always take place “out west.” This is allows us to discuss 

roles for women as well, which always leads to interesting discussion. 

 

Written Assignment: 

Prompt for their Daybook: What do you already know about writing a paper? What have 

you learned already from your time in grade school and (for second semester students, in 

a university setting)? How might we apply writing to other types of media (use as 

springboard for introducing multimodal work)? 

 

Give them 15-20 minutes to write before beginning a conversation. 


