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Research Scavenger Hunt    Name: 

  

1.Wikipedia is often a good place to begin. We’ll start there. The crowd-sourced site may help you—as a 
researcher—situate yourself in the subject you’re studying (though you will never want to use it for a source on an 
essay, as it can’t exactly be called “academically viable” due to its open editing). A concise summary of a topic—as 
well as small details such as who was involved, how much money a film made, and where was it shot—can help you 
orient certain questions within your research.  Go to Wikipedia.com and search for what was at one time the 
highest grossing movie of all time, Titanic (1997).  Answer below:  who is the director, who composed the music, 
and what was film’s budget? 

2. Given the majority of your essays will concern something related to film, television, or video games, the 
Internet Movie Database (IMDB), can be another place to gather basic context about your research objects (and 
most of the website’s data can be scraped with their API, which can illuminate some very interesting macro trends). 
From your first question, type the name of the director into the search bar at IMDB.com. Look through his 
filmography…a pretty impressive résumé, right? Click his “Director” tab. What is the name of the film did he 
directed in 1989? Click on that film and read the brief summary, look at some images and/or clips. What element of 
the film’s *setting* does it share with Titanic?   

3. Go to library.udel.edu. Click the “Advanced Search” link below the main search bar.  Here, you can have a 
more targeted search—say, you want to learn more about this director’s obsession with this particular setting, and 
what it may mean in his films. With a KEYWORD search index selected in the top search bar, type the single word 
characterizing the setting (clue: it’s wet and very large). Then, in the search bar below, ensure the search index is 
selected to TITLE (this means the search term will be in the article title...ensuring it’s central to the article). Type in 
the full name of the director here.  You’ll get a lot of hits. Let’s narrow it down, finding things you could use. On the 
left, in the “Format” section, click the “Article” checkbox. This narrows it down…but still a lot of noise. Now, under 
“Content Type,” click the “Peer Reviewed” checkbox. Look at the first result and then write below: the name of the 
article, the author, and the publication year.  
 
4. Next, click the blue “Access Online” button, then select the first “View Full Text” button (be sure you’re 
signed into your UD account). You’re taken to the database. Click the link of the article title, the first hit on the 
page. You should now have the article in front of you in plain text (which can be good when using the “find” 
function to look for particular words). But you can also open it in the PDF format (which will provide images and the 
page numbers you should cite).  Firstly, read through the abstract to get a sense of the article’s focus. Then, 
navigate the article to find the answers to these questions (you need not read all of it).  

a. The article says the director’s films create an “artificial shore” to explore 
liminality within the vast expanse of the setting. Look to the fourth paragraph 
of the actual article. In the two movies you explored above, what are the two 
objects/sites the director uses as “artificial shores”, according to the article? 

 

 

 

 



b. Maybe this article doesn’t quite work…the argument’s maybe a bit too 
metaphorical for your purposes. But you still want to write about this 
director. Take a look at this article’s bibliography at the bottom. Oh, 
hey, there’s a book that has a collection of essays on this director. 
Maybe something on special effects? Copy and paste and write here 
below this book’s title, which is number 7 within the references.  

 
 

5. Go back to library.udel.edu. Type (or paste) the title of the book from question 4b in the search bar. Looks 
like it’s not online. I know we’re used to finding everything online, but there is a wealth of knowledge still found 
only in printed books. It’s likely you’ll need to grab one of these books for your research. And honestly, hunting for 
books in the library is actually kind of exciting, since they’re organized in a way to where you can find related books 
in immediate proximity of the one you’re seeking (this is how the Library of Congress Classification (LCC) system, 
works. It’s primarily based on subject, not name or title). Click on the book. Good, there’s a couple chapters on 
special effects! You have to find it, though…and the library is huge. Luckily, the UD Library website helps with this. 
In the “Access Options” box on the right, you can see the book’s call number (many film books are in the PN 1900s). 
Write that call number below. Now click the “Map It” button. Write below what floor is the book on and what row.  

 
 
6. Librarians don’t just organize and shelf books, they have extensive knowledge about the collections. And 
they have also created several amazing resources on the UD Library websit, such as the “Research Guides.” For 
one, there is a general English 110 guide with some excellent insights and guidance towards using the library’s 
resources (guides.lib.udel.edu/engl110).  But there are also particular guides, such as one covering Film Studies. 
(Note: you have to answer a question across 6d and 6e below) 
 

A. Go back to the library home page (library.udel.edu) and click on “Research” in 
the menu bar. From the drop-down menu, select “Research Guides.” Film 
Studies is a bit buried within the guides, but find the “Humanities” option, click 
it, and then select the “Film Studies” research guide. (Note: There are several 
other useful guides. I encourage you to browse.)   

B. You’ll see tabs that allow you to navigate through some useful resources, such 
as “Books,” “Web Resources,” “E-Journals” (which will show you what peer-
reviewed journals are available to access online). But let’s click on the 
“Databases/Articles.” 

C.  Once you open that, select the FIAF link, which will allow you to work 
exclusively within film/media studies periodicals. On the following page, click 
the “Connect to Resource” button.” 

D. A search page with several options will open. You won’t be able to get every 
article you find in FIAF (you can request something via Interlibrary Loan, 
though) which typically takes a few days for a digitized copy of an article). 
However, the useful thing about this index (which lists several film-related 
citations) is that it’ll often allow you to gauge the “conversation” about a 
person, a topic, or a film/show. This will help you determine what specific 
themes have traction and relevancy—or what’s missing. In the search bar (with 
“Anywhere” selected), type in the director’s name. Below, under languages, 
click “English.” Press the green “Search” button.  

E. You should get nearly 200 results. First, just glance at the titles of the articles 
popping up. Describe any theme you notice about the director based off these 
titles and abstracts (there can be several answers to this)? Then, look at the 
dates of publication on the left. What decade has the most publications? Can 
this tell you anything?  



 
 

7. Finally, to get you started with the annotated bibliography assignment, go back to the UDel Library 
“advanced search” (refer to Question 3 above to find it). I want you to find one “academic” resource related to the 
rough draft of your Contribution Proposal that is published after 2010 (note: you can limit the date search terms in 
the advanced search). When the search results emerge, look for a peer-reviewed journal article, book, essay 
collection, or e-book (you can also limit the search in the left toolbar to help you find things available digitally). 
Write the name of the source you find here and briefly describe why it may be relevant to your topic. (Each 
individual must have their own answer for this question) 

 


